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Robert L. Doerschuk : 88: The Giants of Jazz Piano  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised 88: The Giants of Jazz Piano: 

14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. A veritable encyclopedia of jazz pianoBy Andrew J. RzsaRaised 
in a Communist country, listening or playing jazz was forbidden. It was considered decadent. Yet, we craved it. So we 
would listen on short wave radio and hear with whatever Radio Free Europe or Voice of America would regale us. I 
tried to copy the great piano players the best I could, but not having the talent to emulate them, I rejoiced at listening 
to them. So, I have heard the music of Oscar Peterson, Art Tatum, Bill Evans, George Shearing, Erroll Garner, Dave 
Brubeck, Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Fats Waller, etc., but until I read this book I never heard of James P. Johnson, 
Mary Lou Williams, Sir Roland Hanna, Roger Kellaway, or Lennie Tristano. Clearly my loss. Of the 88 masters (one 
for each of the piano keys) I knew of no more than half, at best. The writing is erudite without being pompous and 
certainly very informative. Mr. Doerschuk is a pianist himself and it shows, as he gives us the unique insights of 
someone who is not only a music journalist, but also "tickles the ivories." As a result of reading this book, I have 
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started listening to jazz piano music in both historical and social contexts. I am also learning to associate styles with 
groups of artists in ways that I could not, before reading this book. I like Mr. Doerschuk's organization and his titles 
for the various chapters such as "Deep in the Mainstream," "Back to the Fountain," "Improvisation as Revelation," 
since they provide yet another means for organizing jazz piano in one's mind. One can use this book as a permanent 
reference or just for the pleasure of reading it. I, for one, don't even bother putting in back on the shelf since it feels at 
home right in my hands as I am discovering "new" and old masters of jazz piano. This book is timeless, just like the 
marvelous musicians to whom it clearly pays homage.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My husband 
wrote this book and he is a great writer and music journalistBy CustomerMy husband wrote this book and he is a great 
writer and music journalist. Everything you want to know about these jazz keyboard greats.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Pianist Writes About PianistsBy Bijou BabyAmazing, informative book. Writing style is 
quick and has rhythm like the music. Well researched. Shows a more intimate knowledge of piano.

This handsome, insightful hardcover volume delves deep into the music of 88 visionaries who have made an indelible 
mark on the world of jazz through their mastery of the pianos 88 keys. This engaging collection describes the 
intriguing personality and performance characteristics of each pianist. Seven major figures are covered in depth: Jelly 
Roll Morton, Earl Hines, Art Tatum, Thelonious Monk, Bud Powell, Keith Jarrett and Cecil Taylor. Other featured 
artists include: James P. Johnson, Count Basie, Duke Ellington, Nat "King" Cole, Oscar Peterson, Les McCann, 
Herbie Hancock, Dave Brubeck, Billy Taylor, McCoy Tyner, Chick Corea and 70 others, in styles ranging from stride 
to swing, bebop to post-bop, funk to avant garde, and more. Includes a bonus CD with 11 great jazz tracks, 100 
photos, and a foreword by Keith Jarrett."Like great solos, these essays have grace, wit, and a sense of personal 
involvement ... Immensely valuable stuff!"- Dick Hyman


