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Martin Manser : 1001 Words You Need To Know and Use: An A-Z of Effective Vocabulary  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 1001 Words You Need To Know and Use: 
An A-Z of Effective Vocabulary: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Shella wangVery useful book!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy F.It is a nice reference book. Very useful.18 of 18 people found the following 
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review helpful. Unclear Who the Intended Audience IsBy customerIf you are an ESL (English as a Second Language) 
learner looking for a handy list of words that you ought to have in your vocabulary, then you might find this book to 
be useful. If you are writing a paper for school, or a report for work, you could also get something out of it. The 
question is, how much will it help you?WHAT'S IN THERE?----------------------------------Most of the words are rather 
basic. So, it would seem to be geared toward language learners. Yet, the entries are written at a relatively high level. 
They begin with fairly standard dictionary definitions for the word, followed (in some cases) with explanations of 
usage, and related words/phrases.DOES THIS APPROACH WORK?----------------------------------This approach works 
well for a word like "rapid" on page 103, where the author has the example sentence "There has been a rapid rise in 
sales." Not so well for "sanguine" on page 112, where the author has the example sentence "He is sanguine about the 
remorseless advance of information." I have used the word sanguine in conversation before, but I can think of many 
other words that I would recommend mastering instead if you are at a level where "rapid" is causing you 
difficulty.WHAT'S THE PROBLEM?----------------------------------A book of 1001 words at the same level as "rapid" 
for a language learner would be great. A book of 1001 words at the same level as "sanguine" for a college student or a 
person in business would be great. This book is an ungainly mix of the two. There are other books that address both 
audiences better.OTHER BOOKS----------------------------------First, I would recommend you consider buying this 
book for the fantastic lists of words at the back (pages 147-166). Then, take a look at the following works. They are 
arranged from basic to advanced:-Cobuild English Language Dictionary 2nd Edition: Helping Learners with Real 
English (Cobuild Series): Impressive reference work for language learners. Armed with the list of words from this 
book, you should be able to make good use of the dictionary. I think it has something to offer native English speakers 
as well, so it is worth a look.-Choose the Right Word: Second Edition: Good for language learners AND 
businesspeople/students (all of us?). I think it is more successful than this book at addressing the needs of both 
audiences.-The Synonym Finder: It lacks explanations and usage examples, so it is probably most appropriate for 
those with a high level of English language ability. I feel that the entries are far more helpful than those in a regular 
thesaurus.-The Thinker's Thesaurus: Sophisticated Alternatives to Common Words (Expanded Second Edition): Good 
for anyone who wants to make the jump from a high level of English language usage to an advanced one. You may be 
using the word "intercourse" in your everyday speech and writing, but what about "houghmagandy," tribadism," 
"venery," or "intromission?" Consider this book a step-up from your regular thesaurus.

An A-Z of Effective Vocabulary covers the meaning and usage of 1001 words that you really do need to know. 
Whether you need guidance for a letter, job application, essay, proposal, interview, or presentation, this book can help 
you choose the words you need to create the right effect. Each word is defined according to Oxford Dictionaries' latest 
research and includes sample sentences of real usage drawn from the Oxford English Corpus (the world's largest 
language databank). The book also gives examples of pitfalls to avoid, hints on similar words, and advice on how to 
express yourself persuasively. Learn words that will help you describe an event, discuss a topic, speak in an interview, 
evaluate a point of view and write clearly when using this book, which contains essential information for anyone 
hoping to achieve greater success in any written or spoken task.

a fascinating array of options to use in spicing up reports, presentations and [...] lectures * Suffolk and Norfolk Life, 
Chris Green *About the AuthorMartin H. Manser has been a professional reference-book editor since 1980. He has 
worked on over 150 reference books with a contemporary appeal. His English-language reference titles include the 
Oxford Learner's Pocket Dictionary, the Penguin Wordmaster Dictionary, the Bloomsbury Good Word Guide, 
Chambers Thesaurus, the Macmillan Student's Dictionary, the Facts on File Visual Dictionary, and the Guinness Book 
of Words. He has more recently compiled and edited books on writing: the Penguin Writer's Manual, The Facts on File 
Guide to Style, The Facts on File Guide to Good Writing. He also leads courses at companies and organizations to 
help users of English write clear documents. 


